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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THE 

UPPER SKAGIT INDIAN TRIBE 
PREAMBLE 


Of 

:e 


Ur 


We, the members of the Upper Skagit Tribe of Indians of the State 
Washington, in order to establish a tribal organization and to sec 
the powers and privileges available to recognized tribes through ithe 
Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) , do orddin 
and establish this constitution and bylaws. 

ARTICLE I - NAME AND TERRITORY 

Section 1 . Name. The name of this organized body sh£)ll be the Upper 
Skagit Indian Tribe. 

Section 2. Terri t ory . The jurisdiction of the Upper Sk 


shall be any territory in which the Upper Skagit Indian 
ficial interest, and any other lands which may be acquir 
held in the name of the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe. 


Nothing in this article shall restrict treaty hunting and 
which may be established as belonging to the tribe, incl 
to hunt and fish in usual and accustomed places . 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 


/ Sechon^l . The membership of the Upper Skagit Indian 
( of the folio 1 
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a . All persons of Upper Skagit blood wijb-artolal 
1 1/8 or more whose names app-ear on the-SRagit-Suiattle 


/ 


January 1, 1942. 
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b . AH^mgmal Upper Skagit Public Domain ailotte^s of Upper 
blood'-with a total Indian Blood of 1/8 or more, and theif deseendar 
1/8 or more Indian blood living on January 1, 1942. 
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/ . c ‘ X \ U other Persons of Upper Skagit blood whose 
is 1/8 or mqre and who were accepted as members of th^ 
Tribe as of January 1, 1942. 


total Indiapijblood 


d. All personsKpf 1/8 or more Indian bl 
the tribe. 
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e* Any persons who adc^fed in accordance with 
ordinances passed by the tribXcouncil and approved 
of the Interior or his authorized Representative" 

f. No person sh^lx be considered Upper Skagit 
who is a member of"any other organized tribe, band, or 
officially r e cognib g d by the Secretary of the thterior , 
quished his membership in such tribe, band, or comniu 
being approved for Upper Skagit membership. 


urd 


rpcmbership 
Indian coni 
ess he has 
, subje' 


gity, 


£>'* -^e tribal council may correct a tribal membersh 
time, subject to the approval of tire Secretary of the Inter: 
authorized representative. 
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ARTICLE UT - GO VERNING BODY 


S ection 1 . The governing body of the Upper Skagit Indij 
known as the Upper Skagit Tribal Council . 


Section 2 . The tribal council shall consist of seven (7) 
elected to serve three (3) year terms , whose terms will 3 
accordance with Article IV, Section 5. 


2^ 


G* 


Sec tion. 3 council shall elect from its members 

(2) a vice-chairman, abckfucan within or without its memb 
[and (4) a treasurer, and may appoint such other officials 
'^are considered necessary. In the evenf the secretary- anu, 
is elected from without the council membeyshipT^ucl^offi c 


be counted for quorum and/or voting-purposes at tribal c L 


The tribal councib_shall gleet officers annually not later th 
. tribal co u nciTm e e ti n g following- the regular election. 
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ARTICLE IV - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 


Section 1. Eligibility to vote and hold office . All members of the Upper! 
Skagit Tribe 18 years of age or older shall be eligible to vote, and pny 
qualified voter 21 years of age or older may become a candidate fof the 
tribal council. 


Section 2. Election Dates. The first tribal council election under 


constitution shall be held within 30 days after the constitution is 
fied and approved. Thereafter, tribal council elections] shall be h 
the annual membership meeting . 
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Section 3. Nominations . Nominations for the tribal couheil may be 


from the floor 
membership . 


or in accordance with ether procedures jipproved 


Section 4 . Election Procedures. Election procedures snail be in accordance 

council . Tlje regula- 
absentee balloting, 
itjline procedures for 
ide any further 
hd bylaws . 


with written election regulations adopted by the tribal c 
tions shall require voting by secret ballot, provide for 
and shall prescribe the duties of the election board, ou 
settlement of election disputes , tie votes , and shall incl^r 
provisions which are consistent with this constitution a 


by 


Section 5 . Council Terms . At the first election , the three candid 

three (3) 
(2) highe 


ceiving the highest number of votes shall hold office for 
the next two highest for two (2) years; and the next twe- 
one (1) year or until the first annual election. 


In the following annual elections , the councilmen shall be elected on the 
above staggered basis for three (3) year terms . 
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ARTICLE V - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 


Sec tion 1. If a member of the tribal council or other offi]cer shall 

lor involvi 
>e removed 
position 
.ar election 


resign , or be found guilty of a felony , or of a misdemeajfic 
dishonesty, in any Indian, State, or Federal court, or be 
for any other reason, the tribal council shall declare the 
shall appoint a new member to serve until the next regu 
a successor shall be elected. 
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Section 2. The tribal council may expel any member for neglect of 


ar 


gross misconduct, provided the member is furnished duct 
in writing and is given the opportunity to answer the ch 
hearing held for that purpose. At least four members of 
vote in favor of expulsion to make it valid . The ehairmah 
to vote. The position shall be filled in the same manner 
Article V, Section 1. 
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Section 3 . Upon a petition of at least one-third of the eligible voters 

tribal cou: 
iber or me: 
>se voting 
declared v 


the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe, it shall be the duty of the 
to call a special election to consider the recall of the mem 
of the council named in such petition. If a majority of tho 
such election favor recall from office, the office shall be 
and an election shall be held to fill the vacancy . 


ARTICLE VI - POWERS OF THE COUNCIL 


Section 1 . Enumerated Powers . The Tribal Council of U 
Indian Tribe shall exorcise the following powers, subjec 
tions imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the Up: 
and subject further to all express restrictions upon such 
in this constitution and bylaws: 


a. To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local gc 
behalf of the tribe and to advise and consult with the rep 
the Department of the Interior on all activities of the Dep 
affect the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe . 


fixing 


b . To employ legal counsel , the choice of counsel ar d the 
fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior as 
as such approval is required by law . 


c. To approve or veto any sale, disposition, lease, 
of tribal lands , interest in lands , or other tribal assets w 
authorized or executed by the Secretary of the Interior or 
representative; provided , that no tribal lands shall be en 
or leased for a period exceeding the time authorized by law, 
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d. To advise the Secretary of the Interior with.regar 
priation estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of th 
Indian Tribe prior to the submission of such estimates to 
Management and Budget and to Congress. 
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e. To manage all economic affairs and enterprises hf the tribe 
accordance with the terms of a charter that may be issued to the s 
by the Secretary of the Interior. 


g. To levy taxes upon members of the tribe or to r<j: 
ance of community labor instead. 


be . 


f. To appropriate any available funds for public purposes of 

quire the perform- 


h. To remove or exclude from the territory of the t 
whose presence may be injurious to the peace, health, 
under ordinances which shall be subject to the approval 
the Interior. 


ribe non-members 
r welfare 6f the tribe, 
of the Secretary of 


i. To enact resolutions or ordinances governing the 
and the relinquishment of membership , and to maintain 
members of the tribe. 


ral 


j. To safeguard and promote the peace, safety , mo 
welfare of the members of the tribe by regulating the use 
of tribal property, provided that any ordinance directly 
Indians shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary 
as long as required by law . 


k. To charter subordinate organizations for econom: 
regulate the activities of all cooperative associations of m 
tribe by ordinances . 


l. To regulate the domestic relations of members of 
extent permitted by law . 

m. To provide for the appointment of guardians for 
incompetents by ordinance or resolution , to the extent p 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 


' n - To adopt resolutions regulating the procedure of 
and of other tribal agencies and tribal officials. 


o. To delegate to subordinate boards or to cooperati 
which are open to all members of the tribe any of the fore 
reserving- the right to review any action taken by virtue 
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Section 2. Joint Land Use Committee . The Chairman o: 


Su 


Indian Tribe and committee members designated by the 
work in conjunction with representatives of the Sauk- 
transact business regarding common property taken pu 
of June 30, 1913 (38 Stat. 101) for the Upper Skagit and 
Tribes . 


‘ the Uppei 
tribal com 
i attic Trib 
rsuant to t 
Sauk-Sui 



Section 3 . Tutu re Powers . The Tribal Council of the Upper Skagiit Indian 
Tribe may exercise such further powers as may in the future be delegated to 
it by the Secretary of the Interior, or by any other duly -authorized offipial 
or agency of government. 


Section 4 . Reserved Powers . Any rights and powers h 


Upper Skagit Indian Tribe but not expressly referred to 
shall not be abridged by this Article, but may be exerc 
the Upper Skagit Tribe through the adoption of appropr 
tutional amendments . 

ARTICLE VII- BILL OF RIGHTS 


in this cohstitution 
ised by the people of 


eretofore Vested in th 


Late bylaw§ and consti- 


Section 1. Economic Resources. All members of the tribe shall be 

jrces and 


equal opportunities to participate in the economic resou 
of the tribe. 


aqt 


accorded 
ivities 


Section 2 . Civil Liberties . A11 members of the tribe may enjoy fr 


worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly, and association 

ARTICLE VIII - REFERENDUM 


aom of 


Within thirty (30) days of the receipt of a petition of onej-third or more of the 
eligible voters or the written request of the majority of the members of the 
tribal council, the chairman shall call a special meeting of the general 
council, to consider any proposed resolution or ordinance or other iproppsed 
action of the tribal council. The vote of the majority of the voting ipemb^r- 
ship attending the special meeting will decide whether the proposed ordinance, 
resolution, or other action shall thereafter be in effect, provided trial onje- 
third or more of the eligible voters shall vote on such referendum. 


ARTICLE IX - INITIATIVE 

The members of the Upper Skagit Tribe may propose a resolution , 
or other action permitted under the tribal constitution by an initial 
petition signed by at least one-third of the eligible voters . Within 
days from the receipt of said petition, the chairman shall call a sp 
general council meeting to vote on the initiative . A majority vote 
voters attending the meeting shall determine whether the initiative 
go into effect, provided that one-third or more of the eligible vote|* 
vote on the initiative . 


ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS 

This constitution and bylaws may be amended by a maje 
fied voters of the tribe voting at an election called for tn 
Secretary of the Interior; provided, that at least thirty 
those entitled to vote shall vote in such election. Amen 1 
effective when approved by the Secretary of the Interim 
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It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to call an election 
on any proposed amendment upon receipt of a petition signed by one-th 
of the eligible voters, or by a resolution passed by a majority of the 
tribal council . 

BYLAWS OF THE UPPER SKAGIT INDIAN TjtlBE 


ARTICLE I - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 . Chairman . The chairman of the tribal council shall preside 
all meetings of the tribal council and of the general council, shall perfo: 
all duties of the chairman, and exercise any authority delegated tq him 
the council . Unless otherwise provided , he shall vote only in the case 
a tie . 


Section 2 .- Vice-Chairman . The vice-chairman of the tr 
assist the chairman when called upon to do so. In the a 


man, he shall preside and when so presiding, he shall 
privileges, duties, and responsibilities of the chaii’man 
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Section 3 . Secretory . The secretary of the tribal council shall conduct 

;ord of all business 
s duty to keep 
>mit copies of such 
; diction. 


all tribal correspondence and shall keep an accurate rec 
transacted at council meeting's. It shall be the secretary 
minutes of regular and special tribal meetings and to sub 
minutes to the superintendent of the agency having juris 


Section 4. Treasurer. The treasurer of the tribal council shall account 


all 


for, receive, receipt for, preserve, and safeguard all fu 
of the council, whether same be tribal or other funds for 
is acting as trustee or custodian , Deposits of sucli funds 
a bank or elsewhere, as designated by the council. The 
and preserve a financial record of all such funds and sh 
receipts and expenditures, and the amount and nature of 
possession or custody, such report being made in writin: 
regular meetings and at such other times as requested by 
treasurer shall not pay out or otherwise disburse any fuft 
or custody , or in the possession or custody of the counci 
authorized to do so by resolution duly passed by the cou 


ads in the custod; 
which the 
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shall be made in 
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the council . The 
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The books and records of the treasurer shall be audited at least once each 
year by a competent auditor employed by the council and at such other times 
as the council or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may direct 


The treasurer shall be required to furnish a bond satisfao 
and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs before tribal fu' 
diction of any Government agency can be advanced, and 
authorized to pay the premium on such bond from any av 


Section 5 . Duties of Appointive Officers and B oards . Th 
appointive boards or officers appointed by the council slit 
defined by resolution of the council at the time of their cr 
appointment. Such boards and officers shall report from 
required , to the council, and their activities and decision 
subject to review by the council upon the complaint of ani r 


ARTICLE II - CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION 


It shall be the duty of the tribal council, or a board appointed by it, 
certify the election of the newly-elected tribal council members withi 
five days after the election, and thereupon they shall be notified by 
secretary of the council of their election . 
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ARTICLE III - INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 


Newly elected members who have been duly certified sljiall be inst 
after at the next regular meeting of the tribal council 
member shall subscribe to the following oath: 


I, 

that I will support and uphold the Constituti 
States and the constitution, bylaws, and or 
Upper Skagit Indian Tribe of the State of W 


That I will in all respects faithfully and ful 


duties of my office of 
Indian Tribe, so help me God. 


Signed 


t&lled 


iach newly~eleqted 


there- 


, do solemnly sijvear (or affirm) 
ion of the United 
di nances of the 
ashington; 


.y perform 


, for the Upper Skagit 


he 


ARTICLE IV - COMPENSATION 

The tribal council may prescribe for compensation of officers or members 
of the council from available funds . Compensation rates shall be subject 
to approval of the general council. 


ARTICLE V - TIME AND PLACE OF TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETIN< 



Section 1 .. 
shall be held at su 


Regular or special meetings of the 
as the tribal council may prov 


pecial mecti: 
meetmgpfereach council member 
of tlie tribal council. 


by a 

. and signed by thcTcl 


ticesent in advance of the 
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SectionjR Q uorum . No business shall be transacted un 
present. A quorum shall consist of four (4) members of 


ess a quorum 
he tribal 


tribal council 
ide h j 


by a majority 
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Section 3, Order of Busine ss, The following order 
established for all meetings: 

1. Call to order by chairman 

2 . Roll call 

3. Ascertainment of a quorum 

4. Reading the minutes of last meeting 

5. Adoption of the minutes by vote or common 
6* Treasurer* s report 

7. Unfinished business 
8* Reports 
9. New business 
10 ♦ Adjournment 


Section 4. All matters shall be fully discussed and a reasonaf 
attempt shall be made to secure unanimous agreement* Parliame; 
procedure shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, unless 
otherwise provided in this constitution. 


ARTICLE VI ~ GENERAL TRIBAL MEETINGS 


Section 1. There shall be an annual general council 
a time and place designated by the tribal council, 
general council shall consist of not less than 25 cl 
A notice of the meeting shall be mailed at least 15 
the meeting to eligible voters with addresses of re 


t}t 


It shall be the duty of the chairman to make a repo 
of the activities of the council throughout the yeai 
proposed plans for economic and social betterment of 
any other discussion or actions appropriate to the 
considered. 


m 


S ection 2. Special general council meetings may be oalled by 
Chairman of the Upper Skagit Indian Tribal Council; provided, 
eligible voters with addresses of record shall be mailed a no? 
at least 15 days prior to such meeting. 
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The tribal council shall be required to call a special ge 
ing within 30 days after receiving a written petition sp 
twenty-five eligible voters; provided, that eligible vot 
of record shall be mailed a notice at least 15 days prior 


neral cour 
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srs with a 
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ARTICLE VII - ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION Ah 


If this constitution and bylaws is ratified by a majority 
voters of the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe in an election c 
pose by the Secretary of the Interior and at least thirty'' 
those qualified vote in such an election, the constitution 
to the Secretary of the Interior and shall be effective up 
Secretary or his authorized representative . 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs on June 12, 


, 19 


74, the 


attached Constitution and Bylaws of the Upper Skagit Indian 


•was submitted to the qualified voters of the tribe, and was oh 


* adopted 

October 5, 1074, duly by a vote of 


number 


for*, and 


against , from a total of (A 'A votes cast Ci 


number 


number 


spoiled ballots) by the *7 / registered voters, in an ejection 

number 

duly called for that purpose. 



Chairman, Election Boar 


Election Board Member 
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Election Bbard .Member'' 


, % * 


Tribe 


(ibcludin 
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APPROVAL 


I. 


of Indian Affairs* by virtue of the autho 
the Secretary of the Interior by the- Act 
(48 Stat. 984)* as amended, and delegated 
1.1, do hereby approve the Constitutio. 
the Upper Slcagit Tribe of Indians of the 
Washington, 
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of June 
to me 
and By 
State of 
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(Sgd) Mo 

Commissioner o 


Washington, D. C, 
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AMEND”'!.!-. T 1 

CONSTITUTION A'b) UYJ.VdS 
of the 

UPPEK SKAGIT lEUI/E TRJ ! 


AMENDMENT T 

art j ci e t.i - ?n;:TEF.Tsm r 

Sect j <'i’ ] . The membership of the t^'] 
coriT-^r of the following: 


SI- i t 7 r- o -i ; n Vr the- sl 


Shagi L-Se 
tie Census 


a. All persons possessing at least l/t> degiec 
Indian blood whose names appear on the Skagit- Sun at 
January 1, 3 5 A 2 . 

b. All original Upper Skagit allottees posses 
degree Skagit-Suiattle Indian blood and their desce 
1/S degree Skagit-Suiattle Indian blond living on J 

c. All other persons possessing at least i/S degree 
Suiattle Indian blood and who wove occepteo as memb 
Skagit Tribe by official action of the tribe as of 


king at le 
ridarit? of 

amiciry 1 


d. All persons possessing rat least l/b degree 
Indian blood born to any member of the Upper Shagit 

e. All persons who are adopted into memhershi 
with resolutions or ordinances passed ny the. tribal 

Section 2. No person shall become a member of the 
who is a~ member of any other organized tribe, band, 
which is officially recognized by the Secretary ol 
ho has relinquished his membership in such tribe, fc 
prior to being approved for membership with the UpF 

Tribe . 


41 


Section 3. The Upper Skagit Tribal Council may co 
membership roll at any time, subject to the approv 
of the Interior or his authorized representative, 
person previously admitted into membership and off 
will not be removed from the tribal membership 10 .. 
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dateci 
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Section The Upper Skagit Enrollment Committee 

Procedures for handling membership matters lndud 
Umited to, application procedures, establishing 
official records, disenrollmcnt guidelines and bl 
all in accordance with resolutions approved by the 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULT ^ OF FLECTION' 


Pursuant to an election authorized b> th- Ac tint 
Portland Area Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs, or 
1977, under delegated authority, the attached Amen 
Constitution and Dylans of the Upper Sh.o.i., ladi.; 
submitted to the qualified voters of lh. trit- an 


Area Director, 


Jits - iSiW, duly adopt, d 
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APPNOVAh 


IB 


X, Vincent Little, Ai c-n DJ rec tor, P.ureau of Indian 
Oregon f by virtue of the authority granted to the S 
Interior of the United States, by the Act of June 
984) , as amended, and delegated to the Commissioner 
by 230 DU 1.1 and redelegatcd to me by 10 RIA’-I 3, d 
the foregoing Amendment I to the Constitution and 
Skagit Indian Tribe regarding membership. This Amer, 
by a majority of the qualified voters of the said U 
Tribe voting on March 26, 1922, at an elect 3 on call 
Council . 
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COSSTlTl-'i I ON AKD 1JYLAWR 
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UPPER RV.AGIT INDIA;-! TRTBF. 


amendment t 1 

ART 1 CL I. IT! - GOVERNING BODY 


Section 3. The general council shall, elect annual! [s 
a vice-chai raian fiou 1 tlic seven (?) dulj elected mem 
day as the regular election. For the purpose of el 
and vice-chainnsn only, there will be no provision 
balloting,. The tribal council shall elect, from wit 
its members, a secretary and a treasurer and may ap 
officials and committees that are considered necess 
event that the secretary and/or treasurer are elect 
the council, such officials shall not be counted fo 
and/or voting purposes at tribal council meetings. 
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for absentee 
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approval 


I, Vincent Littl e, Area Director , Bureau of InOion A 
Oregon, by virtue of the authority granted to the Sc 
Interior of the United States, by tlie Act of June ] P 
984), an amended, and delegated to the Coir.ro issi one 1 
by 280 DM 1.1 and redelegated to me by JO BIAM 3, dr 
the foregoing Amendment If to the Constitution and 
Skagit Indian Tribe regarding election of officers 
was adopted by a majority of the qualified voters of 
Skagit Indian Tribe voting on March 26, 1977, at an 
by the Tribal Council. 
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Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Afjfairs 
Portland, Oregon 

„ , APR 8 " 

Date 


ffairs, Portland, 
cretary of the 
, 1934 (48 Stat 
of Indian Affairs 
hereby approve 
By-lavs of the IJpp 
This Ameijdmcnti 


the said Upper 
election cslie: 


i or 


AMENDMENT 111 
CONST]! U HON AND 31YLAWS 
of the 

UPPER SKAGIT INDIAN TR1 h\l 


AMENDMENT III 

ARTICLE VI - POWERS OF T HE COUNCIL 
Sect i on 3.* Enumerated F c;\; c r s . 


p. To promulgate and enforce ordinances gov ei 
of members of the Upper Skagit Tribe to the extent 


nine the q< 
permitted 


onduc v 
by lav:. 









